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II,—Homsz ADMINISTRATION, 


— 


(a) Police. | : 
Tue Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 25th January says that on the 22nd Dur greavans, 
7 . idem, the police freely used their sticks on the Jan. 25th, 1907. 6 . 
Police oppression at the Howrah 


passengers who made for the ferry-steamer at the 

: : railway jetty at Howrah when the Howrah Bridge 
was opened. Many people were injured. Babu Jugal Kishor Banerji of 
Serampur was wounded in the head. The authorities should prevent a 
repitition of this affair, else the consequence may be serious. 

2. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 26th January writes how the 
son of a zamindar in the village of Jhickira (in the 
Arambagh subdivision of Hooghly) had for some 
time past been engaged in buying up paddy from the neighbourhood to sell it 
abroad; and how this led lately to the looting of a boat laden with paddy 
belonging to him by a number of infuriated peasants ; how the local police are 
trying to make this incident an occasion for bringing into trouble the youths of 
the local Bande Mataram Sampraday ; and how, finally, a pregnant female was 
sought to be suborned by the police in connexion with this case by being 
subjected to tortures which resulted, it is said, in her miscarrying. 

3. A correspondent writes to the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 28th b. us savin 
January to complain that cn the 16th idem owing Jun. 28h, 1907. 
| to the fault of the Ahalasis of the Calcutta Steam 
Navigation Company's steamer Sorasi, a boat while landing passengers from this 
steamer at Pansiuli station in the evening capsized and about a dozen 
persons were drowned. Furthermore, certain passengers of the steamer in 
going to the help of the men in the capsized boat, left their bags, &c., 
unguarded and missed them on their return, enquiries about the missing 
Property made of the serung and conductor of the steamer eliciting only abuse. 
The accident was duly reported to the thana at Khanakul the day after it 
happened, but the Daroga started on his inquiry only on the 19th idem. 


(50 — Working of the Courts. 


4; The Khulnavast [Khulna] of the 19th January thinks that an Kavrsavasr 

* 8 additional Deputy Magistrate should be posted at Jan. i9tn, 1907. 

Magistrate at Khunn. Khulna to relieve the present Deputy Magistrates 

at that station, who nowadays in spite of holding 

court every day from 10 A. u. till 7 or 8 P. u., and also on holidays, are not 
proving ei to cope with their work. 

5. In continuation of the allegations against the Sub-Deputy Magistrate at 


ferry. 


HOowalR Hiralset 


A grain riot. Jan. 28th, 1907. 


A steamer accident. 


How8ak HITxIsRI, 
3 | Howrah noticed in paragraph 9 of 
Allegations against a Sub-Deputy en pete! of the Report on J... 26th, 1907 


1 7 Native Papers for the week ending the 19th January, 
— at Howrah the Howrah Hitais [Howrah] of the 26th — 
writes that the name of this officer is Babu Khitish Chandra Haldar, B. I. He 

is a native of the village of Bhandardaha in the Domjur thana of the district of 
Howrah and his father is a retired Sub-Judge and Honorary Magistrate. His 
elder brother, Babu Jyotish Chandra Haldar, B.., has been practising in the 
Civil Courts at Howrah for the last two or three years, but it is said that hitherto 
he had no practice in nur any recognised seat in the Criminal Courts. On the 
18th December, however, he applied to the District Magistrate for permission to 
have one Amrita Lal Das registered as his muharrir, and from the da 
following, he has began regularly frequenting the Criminal Courts, and sitting 
on the tree-shaded wooden seat of his muharrir, along with his intimate friend, 
Babu Akhil Chandra Chatterji, also a pleader in the Civil Courts. And 
although since this 19th December Khitish Babu has been showing a disposi- 
tion to dismiss the majority of complaints preferred before bim, nevertheless, 
Akhil Babu, the friend of his brother, Jyotish Babu, bas succeeded in thé course 
of three weeks in getting summonses from him in two cases which he (Akhil 
Babu) had obtained through Jyotish Babu’s newly established sheresta. ‘hese 
cases are respectively those of Adi Shekh versus Makarim Shekh , defendant) 
and Abiran Bibi versus Diljan and others rr It is said that in these 
cases the applicants could show no marks of injury on the person. Khitish 
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Sn1 Sai VISHNU 
Priya-0-ANANDA 
Baan PaTRika, 


Jan. 20th, 1907. 


Howral Hiralsm, 
Dec. 26th, 1906, 


BasvUMATI, 
Jan, 26th, 1907. 


| #3 


Babu generally has been rejecting all applications where marks of injury could 
not be shown. The intelligent reader can guess why he made a departure 
from his general practice in these two cases. Akhil Babu is a pleader of some 
six years’ standing in the Civil side, and it is believed generally that during 
these six years he did not get six criminal cases to conduct, Incidents like 
these are generally giving rise to an impression that to get summonses from 


Khitish Babu, one must necessarily employ either Jyotish Babu or Akhil 
Babu as pleader. : 


( Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


6. The Sri Sri Vishuu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


99 aii a 20th January speaks of the extremely insanitary 
oged unhealthy concition of condition of the northern division and specially of 
ee ee re |. Municipality. This 
ward is a hot bed of plague, cholera, small-pox, malaria, dysentery and other 
epidemics, When in the opinion of Government these diseases are preventible, 


it is a regret that they should be allowed to victimise thousands of lives in 
the metropolis. 


7. The Jasohar [Jessore | of the 24th January speaks of the prevalence of 


8 cholera in different parts of Jessore, speciall 
olera in Jessore. near the Sadar town, and of the panic whic 
prevails amongst the people in consequence. The paper suggests the desira- 


bility on the part of Government of deputing a qualified medical man to the 
afflicted localities. 


8. The Howrah Hitatshi [Howrah] of the 26th January draws attention 


to the prevalence of cholera in Ramkristopur 

W Sibpur and other places in the jurisdiction of the 

Howrah Municipality and to the need of the Municipality taking the necessary 
measures of sanitary precaution in consequence. | 


9. The Nihar [ Contai] of the 29th January reports the prevalence of 

: cholera in Saumdiapur, Gopalpur, Daudpur, Takia, 
nae Ses the Basudevpur, Sarpai, Adampur, Dantai, Gazipur, 
— Marisada and certain other villages within the 
Contai subdivision of the Midnapore district. People are dying for want of 


medical help. The authorities are requested to depute a few doctors to the 
afflicted localities. 


(9) —Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


10. The Jasohar | Jessore | of the 24th January writes that the construction 


of a lock-gate for the Alaipur khal, though it will 
* be an expensive work, would be justified by the 


resulting increase of trade on the khal. From the way the Atharbaki and the 
Madhumati are silting up in parts, they would soon become unfit for navigation 
by steamers, which must then return to their old route by the Alaipur khai: 
Moreover, the silting up of this shal would injure centres of trade like 


Bagerhat. The present condition of the channel of this shai is such that at 
ebb tide, it is unnavigable even by small boats. | 
11. The Basumati Calcutta] of the 26th January makes the following 


The Howrah-Amta Light Railway. Ligne Railway 7 connexion with the Howrah-Amta 


(1) The abolition of the train which used to leave Telkal Ghat for 

Domjpur at 7 in the evening, since the 5th January last. 

(2) The charging of fares at the rate of 43 pies per mile, in, the 3rd 

, rate higher than that of any indian railway line, except 

the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway. 

(3) The absence of any arrangement about return tickets. 
00 The general unpunctuality of the trains. 


(5) The overcrowding on the trains, specially on Saturdays and 
Mondays. | | 3 


( 67 ) 


12. The Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipur) of the 26th J 3 notes :— 

4 5 It is under —.— contemp “wate of the East 

_ The contemplated change in the Indian Railway Company to change the timin 
a on the East Jaden Eat ‘of ‘their poten f with effect from the next 3 
: Under the new arrangement, both the Bombay 
mails will run through the Grand Chord Line and the passenger train from 
Moghal Serai which is now due at 10-7 at Bankipore will arrive there at 10-26. 
This change will evidently inconvenience the passengers for Bankipur. 
For since it is a civil station and seat of so many institutions, the court and the 
school going passengers will be put to special inconvenience. We just invite 
Mr. Dring's attention to the matter, as the change presupposes disadvantage 

to the Company and the public alike. 

13. A correspondent of the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 30th January 
— writes to complain that, although in consequence 
b e And of the introduction of a system of working borrowed 
from the Great Indian Peninsula Railway into the 
statistical section of the Audit Office of the East Indian Railway, work in that 
section has greatly increased, no additional clerks have been taken in, with 
the result that the existing clerks are terribly overworked, so much so that 

they were compelled to be at their desks even on Saraswati Puja day. 
The correspondent also complains that Babu Pramatha Nath Chakravarti, 
aclerk of the abstract section” of the Goods Audit Office of the East 
Indian Railway, was lately taken to task by his superior officer, Mr. Jackson, 
because he had made it a practice, every day before he entered on the day’s 
work at 10 A. u., to write the name of the goddess Durga thrice. Mr. Jackson 

considered it a way of wasting five minutes of time every day. 


- General. 


14. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
20th January says :-— 
. It is rumoured that the Government of Bengal 
is desirous of giving mining education to native students. It is no doubt very 
happy news. But for some time past the people of the country have become 
extremely suspicious of the intentions of the authorities. Most of the money 
that the Government is spending for the improvement of Indian agriculture 
is being spent in the interests of jute cultivation, and jute is required 
not for us but for the merchants of Dundee. Mining is a very profitable 
business, but, then, in India there is every likelihood that almost the whole of 
the profits will go into the pockets of foreigners. 
15. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 22nd January says that 
6 one-half of the income derived from the chakran 
ee lands which were formerly held by chaukidars has 
been assigned by the Government to zamindars, The other half is found 
inadequate to defray the expenses of the chaukidari service, and it is to meet 
this deficit that the chaukidari tax has been imposed. It is a most oppressive 
tax as nobody, however poor, is practically exempt from it. The beggar, the 
old, and the decrepit, all must pay it. It is difficult to understand why Govern- 
ment has assigned one-half of the proceeds of all chakran lands to zamindars 
who are, as a class, well-to-do—an act which necessitates the imposition of an 
oppressive tax on the poor. It is hoped that the kind and gracious Govern- 
ment will be moved by pity for the sufferings of the indigent masses to relieve 
them from the burden of this harassing impost. aa 
16. The Sanjivans (Calcutta | of the 24th January writes :— 
ee ae | The old system of government will be 
N of gorern- changed. People have not yet been able to under- 
ö * stand the effects of Measrs. Gokhalé and R. C. 
Dutt’s deputation to England, and are not likely to do so either very soon. 
We have no ided that the men at the helm of the British Empire are going to 


Mining education for Indians. 


grant independence to India to-day, But we do believe that if the evils from 


which Indians suffer owing to the faulty system of government were pointed 
ont to them, they will bestir themselves to eradicate those evils. We can 
never believe that we are all gods and that Mr. Morley and others are all sq 
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many satans.. We believe that Mr. Morley has godliness in him; and if it can 
be shown to him that we are being oppressed by the system of government, it 
is our firm belief that he will try to correct. the evil. ) | 8 
Messrs. Gokhale and R. O. Dutt have pointed out to Mr. Morley that 
42 results from the Magistrate combining in his own person executive 
and judicial functions. : : * ä 

r. Morley has understood this, and is therefore no longer. desirous of 
keeping these functions in the hands of the same official, Lord Minto is of 
the same opinion. So we are hoping: that judicial and executive work will 
not much longer continue to be done by the same. official. 

_ Messrs. Gokhale and R. C. Dutt have convinced Mr. Morley of the 
sera of establishing self-government in India. For the present Mr, 
Morley has decided to increase the number of Indian members in the Legis- 
lative Councils. Lord Minto has concurred. But Government is not yet 
prepared to grant real self-government. And we shall not be satisfied with 
anything short of self-government. 1 

And specially, peace will not be re-established in Bengal until the, 
partition of the Province is set aside. : 
17. A correspondent from Raniganj contributes the following to the 
ion mere . 1 Hitvaria [ Calcutta ] of the 27th January :— | 
“—_°° ° °° The ignorant masses of Raniganj are indulging 
in sundry idle thoughts anent the introduction 
of the bronze. pice. They believe that since the Indians are striving to make 
fortune by improving their industries, the Government have, contrarily, taker 
steps to make them indigent by giving currency to the coin of a cheap metal 
such as is not well worth a clod of earth to them. | | 

The paper says that such an idea on the part of the Indian subjects 
towards Government is evidently prejudicial to the latter, remarking that 
the Indians will never regard brass as a metal of an equal value with copper. 

18. The Mhar a of the 29th January highly praises the present 
ollector of Midnapore for the careful way in 

The present Collector of Midna- which he is inspecting the roads, villages, &. 
pore praised. 3 A re 7 
within the Contai subdivision, and hopes that he 
will succeed in removing the grievances of the inhabitants if they are properly 
represented to him. s ae 


IV.—NatIve STATES. 


19. The Baroda State, as notes the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 26th 

3 January, has made primary education free and 

S Fe education in the Native gompulsory among the local people, and the Diwan 

of Cambay in Gujrat and the Chief of Cochin have 

also ordered the propagation of free education for the masses in their territories. 

The paper remarks that the British Government has hitherto, been only 
contemplating upon the matter. 


V.—Prosrects oF THE Crops AND CoNDITION OF THE PFrOPLE. 


20. The Sri Sri Vishnu 9 2 ym 1 of the 
ee 20th January asks the zamindars of the country to 

Prospect of a famine in Bengal. use their influence with the raiyats to stop further 
export of rice ; otherwise a severe famine is sure to occur by the beginning of 


Falgun next. 
, 21. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 24th Janu 2 figures from the 
1 Calcutta Gazette of the 8rd idem to prove that the 
e prices of rice are going up in Midnapore, Hooghly, 
24-Parganas, Jessore, Sonthal Parganas and other distri icts, and in order to 
explain the occurrence of this phenomenon at a time when a plentiful crop 
has being gathered in, alleges that certain European firms (such as Messrs. 
Ralli Brothers, etc.,) are buying up rice in large quantities and laying in 
stocks of it, to sell off later at advantageous terms, almost at monopoly prices. 
Bengali brokers have been employed by these firms who are buying up corn 
which is still in the fields, inducing the agriculturist to part with his crop by 
paying Rs. 3 where Rs. 2-8 would be the proper price. | he, 


( 6 ) 


The paper while admitting the right-of all freely to gell and purchase, us 
a general proposition, calls upon Government to — when, as in the 
present case, an attempt is being made ‘to: create a monopoly not of an article 
of luxury; but of food gran. After 2 out how Mr. Roosevelt is now 
working against monopolists in “America, the paper concludes by warning 
Government that unless it intervenes immediately, famine will spread over 
the land and the hungry masses will arise and fall upon the English brokers 
22. The Samay [ Calcutta] of the 25th January says that the famine in 
of famine in Bengal. China has created a great demand for Burma rica 
* ant l. and has consequently raised its price. Burma 
cannot, therefere, be expected to give any substantial relief to Bengal in the 
coming monthe, if distress should occur here. This year a very partial crop 
has been gathered in Backergunge, and this too is being rapidly bought up 
und exported to foreign countries. If the authorities had shown the slightest 
concern for the lives of the people of the country, this export would have been 
at once stopped. The crop that has been harvested in such rice-producing 
districts as Sylhet, Tippera and Noakhali will not be sufficient for more than 
two months. What will be the condition of the people during the remain- 
Ing months of the year? Last year’s famine has exhausted their staying 
power, so that in the famine that is coming they are sure to die by thousands. 
23. Referring to the prevailing high price of rice, the Hitavadi (Calcutta) 
of the 25th January says that the strain on the 
: , ‘middle-class and poorer people is already: severe, 
and if the price continues to rise Bengal will most probably have to witness a 
famine as destructive as the one now prevailing in- China. To avert this 
calamity, Government should at once check all further export of rice from the 
country. It is true that the authorities may and will hesitate to interfere with 
the course of free trade. But in a moment of crisis like the present, even the 
interests of free trade should be sacrificed for the benefit of the whole country. 
24. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th January says that the 
advances that are being made by European 
merchants to cultivators in Bengal for rice will lead 
to a state of things similar to that brought about by indigo-planters some time 
ago. The simple Bengali cultivator is again being led into the old ‘snare by 
the glib tongue of the European merchant. And the general history of the 
swadeshs cases of the last year tells the people whether the people of the 
country or the white merchant is likely to get the support of the Government 
in the matter. The simple fact that this year the white merchants are not 
demanding any written contract from cultivators for the advances they are 
making have induced many cultivators to accept them. But it should be 
considered that the contractless advance is only a bait to the cultivators. 
Indigo-plantera also were at one time as 2 as the white rice merchants 
are now. The white men do not trust the people of the oountry. 
205. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th January says that this 
year European traders made advances of money 
, Kuropean traders buying up to cultivators in Bengal on condition that the latter 
— should sell them the paddy crop when it would be 
collected from the field. And most probably these traders will follow this 
course every year in future. But if in any year the crop is destroyed after 
the cultivators have received such advances, what will the result be? Will the 
Government remit its.land revenue, or the white merchants the advances made 
by them? It makes one shudder to imagine the condition to which the pe 
cultivators will be then reduced. Who knows that the consequences will not 
be more fearful that what were once brought about in the past in Bengal by 
advances made by the indigo-planters of the day? ‘Besides this, the encroach- 
ment now. being made by European traders upon what was so long a 
monopoly of native Mahajans and Arhatdars cannot but mean serious lose to 
an important sebtion of the native trading community. _—_. 3 
26. The Bengavasi [Calcutta]: of the 26th January says that owing to 
. | * L the farvine in China a great demand has been pu 
Frospect of famine in Bengal. on Burma rice, Ba acl rice is also being por ed 
to foreign countries. Tippera, Sylhet and Noakhali have produced only partial 


The high price of rice. 


_ European rice purchasers. 


Samay, 
Jan, Mtb, 1007. 


Dau Hrtavapl, 
Jan. 25rd, 1907. 


DatLy Hitavadt, 
Jan. 26th, 190 


' Baweavast, 
Jan. Doch, 1907, 


crops. In this state of things the Government and the zamindars should try 

their best to prevent further export, otherwise, the" eonsequence will be serious. 

BURDWAN 27. The Burdwan Sanjivani (Burdwan) of the 29th January says that 
‘in * 1 tbe increase of the cultivation of jute is supported 
e ee in many quarters on the ground that it will better 
the condition of cultivators by bringing money into their hands. But the 

greater probability is that the cultivators will squander away this 1 in 
urchasing foreign luxuries; so that while they will be as badly off as 

ore, the country will be impoverished by having to purchase food from 

other countries. Besides this, it is a matter for serious consideration whether 

the interest of the whole country should be sacrificed for the interest of 
cultivators, and whether it is a wise policy to depend on other countries for 

food. What will the condition of the country be if the foreign food-supply 

is interrupted at any time? | 


VI,.—M IscELLANEOUS. 


a 28. Referring to the ensuing visit of the Amir to Calcutta, the Hitavadi 
Jan, 25th, 1906. ee Calcutta] of the 25th January says that His 
— ajesty’s impartiality, generosity, and goodness. 
have earned for him the respect of both Hindus and Musalmans, and hopes. 
that Calcutta will show proper honour to this great monarch. 
SANDHYA, 29. The Sandhya (Calcutta) of the 26th January publishes a poem by 
Jan, 26th, 1906. 4ä Hindu lady of the Sovabazar Rajbati in Calcutta 
| welcoming the Amir as a messenger of Providence 
whose mission is to heal the strife between Hindu and Musalman. 
Hirvanr4. 30. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 27th January notes :— 
a The Amir's visit to India has done consider- 
the Mubammadans of Delll. able good to the country, as it has formed an 
incentive to the cultivation of union between the 
Hindus and the Musalmans of Delhi where, as a correspondent of the Statesman 
reports, they convened a meeting on the subject on the 21st instant. Our 
hope is that the Hindus and the Muhammadans of the other parts of the 
country will do the like, following in the wake of their Delhi brethren. 
Really union between the Hindus and the Muhammadans can contribute a 
great way to the strength of India. 
8 31. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 28th January has a poem in honour 
Jan, 28th, 1907. ä of the Amir, in the course of which His Majesty 
. is extolled as a supporter of the Hindus, whose. 
auspicious visit has made Hindus and Musalmans forget their old ill-feeling 
and unite. | 
3 32. The same paper writes that the Hindu and Musalman citizens 
„ of Calcutta would be greatly disappointed if 
— ee through the action of Government they are kept 
from approaching the Amir personally with their tribute of respect. 
1 33. Referring to the Amir's visit to the Taj and to the fact of his 
Jan. 28th, 1907, —— being much gratified with what he saw of the 
, mir and ene SS BEES” garden appertaining to it, as also to that of his 
having expressed a desire to see the garden at Jelalabad similarly laid out, 
the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta of the 28th January remarks that the Amir 
may see his above desire fulfilled, but that it is nevertheless desirable to 
see him averse to luxury, inasmuch as, as the paper adds, it is the ultimate 
result of the pursuit of pleasure on the part of the Moghul Emperors who 
once ruled as a paramout power in India that there are so many beggars 
among their descendants and that a scion of their royal stock is drudging as 
a cook in the establishment of the Aligarh College. 1 
3 34. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 29th January writes as follows :— 
Jan. 29th. 1907. The Amir and the English One word from the Amir has settled all 
us disputes between the Hindus and Musalmans in 
India, disputes which were raised at the instigation of the English. The 
Seringht should know that the Indian, whether Hindu or Musalman, has not, 
25 pty to give a true raja the honour and respect due to him. We canno 
and will not pay homage to stipendiary naibs and gomastas appointed for five 
years.. Of course, people stoop to anything for fear of their lives and even 


A welcome to the Amir. 


a 


call a peada (peon) father. In the feringh’s administration there is tho stink 
of a calculating Ag th shop, and this stink is constantly sticking in the nose 
of the Indian. In fact, one cannot entertain true loyalty for the feringht 
trader, Again, the feringht is destroying the old and respected families in 
the country and creating new Anglicised families in their places. Spurious 
substitutes for the Natore, Krishnagar and Susang families are passing 
current, The Rajas and Maharajas, who have purchased their titles from 
the fertaght, may be led by selfish motives to show loyalty to him, but still they 
have hearts of Indians and cannot be expected to be really loyal to him. One 
word of the Amir has, however, earned for him the love and respect of all 
Indians, Was the Prince of Wales allowed to mix heartily with the Indians? 
The little minds of the feringhis?’ make them * pect the Indians and prevent 
them from reflecting in their own minds the nobility and generosity of the 
mind of the Emperor of India. But the Amir has taught you à good lesson. 
Will you not take it? - 
35. The Bangavasi [Calcutta | of the 26th January publishes a contributed 
5 article on milk and ghee,” in which the writer 
5 of milk and ghee depicts the deplorable state of these two essential 
| articles of food in Bengal. Of the causes which 
have led to this state of things, the writer draws the attention of the 
Government to two, namely, want of qualified doctors in the mufassal to treat 
diseased cows and the want of pasture lands. The zamindars are accused of 
greed and indifference to the welfare of their tenants; and the public are 
advised to abandon in this matter the current political cant of self-reliance 
when that self-reliance is unable to help them, and petition the Government for 
the regeneration of the cow-kind in Bengal. 
36. The Sundhya [Calcutta] of the 26th January writes that the natives 
* of the country have nothing to do with the Minto 
3 JSéte, It is being started by the /feringhis, and the 
shops, etc., which have been opened on the féte grounds all belong to fering lis, 
not a single native shop having been taken in. And for the sake of this ite, all 
native places of amusement are being removed from the Maidan, Let natives 
take note of this humiliation and harassment, Letit be remembered that 
whatever will be gained from this dis, will be spent for the benefit of the 
Seringhis. It is to be desired that this point should be particularly noted by all. 
37. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th January says :— 
| oe We must show that we are not at all daunted 
* the Times. of self-government hy the flourish of the sword made by the Times. Self- 
3 government we must have, and that without giving 
the English an opporturity to draw their sword. We shall compel them to 
give it to us by boycotting English articles and agitating against the present 
oppressive form of government. 


38. The Hitvaria Can the 27th January has the following:— — 


in . a mages they ** mee. a 8 to 

© Proposed commemoration commemorate the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857. It is 
oe ae ee ee those who pretend to ints conquered India by the 
sword that have resolved to do so, and to our 2 pain the undertaking, as 
it appears, has the countenance of the India Government. On our part, we 
would hardly consider it agreeable and well - advised. An attempt to revive 
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SANDHYA, 
J an. 26th, 1906, | 


Dart Hrravapr, 
Jan, 26th, 1907. 


Hr Wanze 
Jan. ih. 1907. 


the recollections of the Mutiny in the minds of the Indians will very likely be : 


productive of friction between the rulers and the ruled, specially in these days 
when the swadeshi is reigning high among the latter and when their patriotic 
feeling has developed a peculiar force, It would rather be 2 to keep secret 
from them the particulars relating to the horrible politioal disoord. pitt 


The memory of the events ing upon the Mutiny causes a stir in our 
feel and, strictly speaking, is not in the least glorifying to the English. 


Now that they appear to take glory in having suppressed it, is an evidence of the 
fact that they are not fully acquainted with the real matters, or else they would 
have felt ashamed to reflect upon them. Asa matter of course, the right- 
thinking among them, keeping in view the historical reminiscence, admit that, 
having got sick of the misrule and enormities of the English employees 
working under the East Indian Company, a body of Indians revolted in the 
year 1857, and that if the lawlessness on the part of the Company had not 
trespassed beyond its due limit, the rebellion would not have come to pass, 
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Naturally the unpleasant products of the undertaking are now manifesting 
themselves. Most of the Indians now like to take a leaf out of the Englishmen’s 
book in celebrating the event on their part also in India, arguing that as the 
English lay claim to a feat in suppressing the Mutiny, they (the Indians, ) 
should likewise glory at it as their first serious attempt at sevuring 
independence. Even ,so is the observation of our Bombay contemporary, 
the Bihari, and who can say that there will not be similar agitation in other 
Hindu journals? So, we consider it advisable for the English to give up the 
idea of celebrating the Sepoy Mutiny. _ 

3%. The same paper has the following :— | | 

nnd eduiniotcation. of Indie Unlike Japan, the British Government does 
as coniFisted with the administra. not take steps to ptovide against or to 
tion of Japan. avert famine by checking the grain export. 
Vast quantities of grain are, as a matter of course, exported from India, 
and the country, a8 a consequence, has been falling a prey to famine 
every year. Prevention of export will naturally lead to the 1 
of famine. But the Government will never be disposed to do this, 
because it would, eventually, bring on famine to those countries into 
which grains are exported from India, inasmuch as Government considers 
it comparatively important to relieve the fair-complexioned races of America 
and Africa, etc., at the expense of its Indian subjects. Really, the expressions 
China and Japan Government have different signification from that of 
British Government. In China and Japan the system of administra- 
tion aims at the good of the people and is necessarily modified in answer to 
any demand affecting them. Unfortunately, such is not the case with the 
British system of administration so far as India is concerned. In fact, 
some time back, the British Government had departed from the standin 
laws of international trade in prohibi:ing silk imports into England. But this 
was for the development of the silk industry at home, as, now, when the 
Indians are trying to develop their own industries, the Government has 
been taking steps to thwart their attempt, because the English merchants, 
particularly the Manchester weavers, would suffer. | , fay 

In fine, it is quite useless to fawn upon the English. We should not 
take to flattering them. We should rather demand from them the privileges 
already promised. So long, Government has not been listening to us, But 
now we have lighted upon à plan which, if put to practice, can help us a 
grest way, that is, if we contrive to hamper the trade of the English, Govern- 
ment will be disposed to entertain our demand. 5 

40. Referring to the refusal of the Barisal Brahmans to officiate at 


the ceremony of the Saraswati Puja observed by 

och Barisal Brahmans and the such of the local Hindu shopkeepers as have per- 
cal bedeshi article dealers. : ; : ; . 
sistently continued dealing in foreign cloths, the 

Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 28th January remarks that if the Brahmans 
make it a point to exercise their power in this way, the fool and the ignorant 


will; as a result, awake to their mistakes, the nation will prosper, and the 
swadeshi triumph. 


Urryva PAPERS. 


41, Referring to the re NY which the Amir of Cabul has given to the 

1 I. ammadans of Delhi regarding the proposed 

3 | me wed . to the sglaughter of one hundred kine in that town in 
| ‘honour of the Jd-uz-Zoha, the Utkaldipika [ Cuttack} 
of the 19th January observes that the reply is such as to satisfy both the 
Hindus and Muhammadans in all parts of India and to cement the union 
between those two races. . es: 
42. The same paper gives the substance of the remarks of the lish 


i abe e ee on 8 r en, 1 the i Indian National 
e English Press on the de- Congress, and observes that though the English- 
oe — 2 — by the men at home are not . to — . or 

self-government to the Indians, they are conscious 
of the serious defects of the present system of government and are willing 
to. introduce some changes into that system, with a view to clear the way 
for the realisation of the ideal ef the Congress. The writer observes 4 10 


(6760 


the Indians should be good, honest, able and intelligent before they aspire 
after self · government. i f 
48. Referring to the publication of sale notices in the Star of Uikal, 
1 6 an English weekly printed in Cuttack, under the 
2 in the Star of Utk a4. orders of the District Judge, Cuttack, the same paper 
: points out that the action of the Judge is illegal 
and that it gives trouble both to the creditors and judgment-debtors, who 
find it very expensive to have their notices published in this way. The 
Committee of the Cuttack Bar passed a resolution for the discontinuance 
of the publication of land sale notices in the above manner, but unfortunately, 
the resolution has not as yet reached the District Judge. In a particular 
suit, the second Munsiff of Cuttack exempted the creditor from the payment 
of the cost of the publication of the sale notices of the land with which he 
was concerned and the Munsiff is praised for his independent action in the 
matter. The writer exhorts the Cuttack Bar to take effective steps to 
abolish what he considers an oppressive measure. 
44. Referring tothe attack of the Utkaldarpan on the Maharaja of Sonepur, 
i : the same paper points out that the remarks of the 
ende re of Sonepur de- U7¢kaldarpan are not justifiable, for a Hindu Prince 
eee having Hindu subjects to deal with is naturally 
concerned with the Hindu religion and is bound to see that the social and 
religious customs observed by his Hindu subjects do not go against ‘the 
injunctions of the Hindu Scriptures and the Hindu Law. A Hindu Prince 
like the head of a British Province cannot be indifferent to the religion of 
his Hindu subjects, and as a matter of fact the social usages of the Hindus 
are so mixed up with their religious rites that it is very difficult to touch the 
one without affecting the other. It was, therefore, improper and unjust 
on the part of the Utkaldarpan to cry down the Maharaja of Sonepur on 
general grounds without substantiating any specific charge against him. 
45. The Garjatbasent [Talcher] of the 19th January states that the 
: 3 : ani of Talcher is always liberal towards the 
Tate, liberality of the Rant of Talcher Girls’ School. She pays Rs. 2 every 
ap ck Thursday for the tiffin of the girls. 1 
46. The same paper states that the price of 
rice in Angul is 1 1 seers per rupee. 
3 47. The Dhenkanal correspondent of the same 
33 price of rice in Dhen- paper states that rice sells at 8 seers per rupee in 
5 un N 
„5 es 48. The Chilehila correspondent of the same 
mine’ high Price of rice in Chile- paper states that rice sells af a very high price in 
88 that State. 
8 49. The Manorama [ Baripada] of the 21st 
urn high price of ricein Mayur- January states that: coarse rice sells at 7 or 8 seers 
* per rupee in Mayurbhanj. 
. 50. The Uriya and - Navasamvad. [Balasore } 
Ale high prices of food-stafis in of the 9th January states that the prices of food- 
_— stuffs in Balasore are very high and that distress 
; is imminent. 
51. Comparing the mortuary returns for the five years from 1895 to 
1899 with those of the five years from 1901 to 
High prices of rice induce high- 1904, as given for all the districts of Orissa, the 
2 Utkaldipike [Cuttack] of the 19th January arrives 
at the conclusion that the price of rice has some particular relation with the 
general rate of mortality and observes that where high prices of food-stuffs 
rule in the market, it is natural to expect a larger rate of mortality among the 
population. It is therefore necessary that Government should be on the alert 
when the prices of rice and paddy are high, for it is not to the benefit of 
Government if people die in large numbers. 
52. The Sumbalpur Hitais iini [Bamra] of the 12th January states that 
. e the general health of Kasipur is not good. 
Public health in Kasipar. 58. The Uriya and Navasamvad (Balasore) of 
: the 9th January states that fever, small-pox and 
2 — fover and mall- Por in cholera prevail in the Balasore district. It is said 
f that some died of ‘cholera in the Bhograi thana. 


The hiqh price ok rice in Angul. 


* 


UTEALDIPI KA KA, ) 
Jan. 19th, 1907, 


UTKLDIPIKs> 


GaBSATBASING, 
Jan. 19th, 1907. 


GAaRJATBASINI. 


GaBJaTBASINY. 
GaRsaTBASING. 


Maronaka, 
Jan. 2st, 1907. 


Unaiya AND 
NavasaMvaD, 


Jan. 9th, 1907. 


UTKALDIPIEKA., 
Jan. 19th, 1907. 


Unrra Au 
NavasaMVab. 


Jan, Oth, 1907, | 


UTKALDIPIEA, 
Jan. 19th, 1907. 


GARJATBASIEI, 
Jan. 19th, 1907. 


UTKALDIPIE 4, 
Jan. 19th, 1907. 


Uatra An 
NavasaMvaD, 


J an 9th, 1907. 


ManornaMa, 


Jan. 2st, 1907. 


Manos AHA, 


1 


Medical assistance is urgently wanted everywhere, but no such assistance is 
available. The attention of the local authorities is drawn to the matter. 

54. The Utkaldiptka [Outtack] of the 19th January states that the winter 

. ere was somewhat more severe in the last week in the 

The weather in Cuttack. Cuttack town and that this was due to a heavy fall 


of snow in the Himalayas. 


55. The Chilchila correspondent of the Garjatbastni [Talcher] of the 

a 29th January states that a heavy fall of rain in the 

ee last week did great injury to the winter crops in 
that place. 

56. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 19th January states that a general 

K held in Cuttack under the presidency 

ee ongreßs cele’ of Mr. M. S. Das, 0. 1. v., to receive those delegates, 


Who had been sent to the Indian National Congress 
by the Orissa Association and who had come back to Cuttack after discharging 
their duties at Calcutta satisfactorily. The meeting was attended by only 50 
gentlemen. The writer regrets that the attendance was very small. 

57. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore} of the 9th January gives a 
% short account of the proceedings of the distribu- 
Balasere Zilis Scholl. tion of prizes to the deserving students of the 
Balasore Zilla School at a meeting held in the 
remises of that school under the presidency of Mr. S. K. Agasti, District 
agistrate of that district. Some additional prizes were awarded by Babu 
Manmatha Nath De to those boys who were found proficient in native games, 
Babu Lalit Mohan Sarkar, a mukhtar of Balasore, also gave away some addi- 
tional prizes. It is said that the Chairman concluded the proceedings of the 
meeting by the delivery of an excellent speech, which was full of valuable 
instruction. 
58. The Manorama [ Baripada | of the 21st January mourns the sad death 
of Mr. Sachindra Kumar Basu, the late Manager of 


Tho sad death of Mr. Sachindra 
Kumar Basu, 3 the Teleg 


3 Calcutta. He had been with his 
mother to Puri, and while returning alone from that 
town to Calcutta, he was missed on the way. His dead body was found near 
the Dhanmandal station and was subsequently removed to Cuttack. The 
cause of his sudden death is not yet known. The writer hopes that an inquiry 
will be made into the cause of his death. 

59. The same paper supports the foundation of a méla at Baruniswar in 
Mayurbhanj, and hopes that it will attract many 
people and thereby add to the income of the Bari 
pada Branch Railway. 


The Baruniswar méla in Mayur- 
bhanj- 
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( 29 ) 
Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


‘(a)—Police. 
84, Referring to the Chandpur affair, New India writes that the question 
before the country is how to reply to these official 
outrages. The movement of passive resistance 
must be pushed forward in right earnest, and it must be made hot for the 
anti-boycotters, ‘not merely in one or two places, but in fifty places’ simul- 
taneously, ‘so that the existing police force may be found to be absolutel 
inadequate to cope with the demands that the executive may make on it 
to put down organised picketings backed by the determination to offer 
forceful resistance to every form of illegal and unauthorised exercise of 
authority by either the Police or the Magistracy. If Chandpur wants rein- 
forcements they must be sent, If she does not, the men that are ready to 
oto Chandpur now should be employed in aggressive picketing work in 
alcutta and the metropolitan districts.’ 
85. Referring to the Comilla incident, the Amrita Basar Patria asks 
ee if the new province is lapsing into its former state 
„ of insecurity and turbulence? The incident itself 
savours of Fullerian methods rather than the sober administration of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Hare. The journal points out that another period of unrest would 
prove mischievous both to the rulers and the ruled, and hopes that the scenes 
of the past twelvemonth will not be re-enacted. 5 
86. The Bengalee writes that if the Comilla affair, following as it does 
ü on the Chandpur outrage, has any signification at 
— all, it is that the new province is on the eve of a 
revival of Fullerism. The Chandpur affair appears to have been a case of 
acting in haste and repenting at leisure, but the Comilla case is enveloped in 
mystery. A respectable pleader was arrested in the Bar Library, dragged 
trom pillar to post, and eventually released on bail. What does this sudden 
renewal of persecution of swadeshi workers bespeak certainly not sanity on 
the part of the rulers? 
87. The Amrita Bazar Patrika consider that the facts of this 
case, as reported in the Hast, a pro-Government 
3 organ, are certainly calculated to give the 
people just cause for apprehending a recrudescence of unrest. and insecurity. 
A respectable pleader was arrested in open Court, but why and wherefore 
no one knows! At Barisal, the Gurkhas of Mr. Jack are reported to have 
recently committed assaults on many persons. These incidents will doubtless 
stimulate the apathetic among the nation to some sort of activity. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


88. It will be remembered, writes the Amrita Bazar Pairika, that this 
sensational swadeshs case arose out of the fact that 
benches belonging to the Sultangunge School were 
| utilised b 
performance. It has hitherto been the practice for these benches to be used 
on the occasion of these annual performances, but this time it appears that 
swadesht speeches were made after the performance, hence the prosecution for 
theft. The accused were convicted bY the Deputy Magistrate who tried the 
case, but on appeal to the Sessions Judge they have been acquitted. Itisa 
typical case, writes the Patria, and shows how the entire machinery of the 
law can be set in motion by the executive with a view to serving their 
own ends. : 

89. Under the headlines A staggering revelation,” the Bengalee draws 
the attention of Government to the petition of 
| Babu Rash Behary Lal Mandul, zamindar of 
Madhepura, in Bhagalpur. In the course of the petition it is stated that 
the District Magistrate wrote to the Subdivisional Officer, who is his 
subordinate and who was trying the case brought against the petitioner, 
practically suggesting that the accused should not be released on bail! After 
this, says the journal, who can resist the popular demand for the separation of 
the Judicial and Executive functions? | 


The Chandpur outrage. 


The Sultangunge swadesis case, 
Bhagalpur. * sy 
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( 380 ) 
(d) — Education. 


Amanita BazaB 90. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that competent Indians are being 
3 ousted even from such non-political: departments 
nn Tue Registrarship of the Cal- ag the University. The Registrarship has just 
ernest a been captured by a non-Indian, thanks to the 

University being officialised, and the question that occurs is, where are educated 

Indians to go if such appointments are not to be conferred on them? It seems 

that the more they are qualifying themselves for higher offices, the more they 

are being ruthlessly excluded from them. No wonder that there is seething 

discontent in India. oe , 


( g)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


BENGALEE, 91. ‘A Clerk” in a letter to the Bengalee complains against the action 
27th Jan. 1907. 5 of Mr. Collins, Senior Assistant Auditor, East 
— Indian Railway, in compelling the clerks under 
him to attend office on the last Sripanchamt festival—a festival on which Hindus 
are under a religious obligation not to touch pen and ink. It is very 
surprising, observes the writer, that the authorities overlook these acts of 
high -hendedece on the part of their subordinate officers. 

BENGALEE, 92. „Bisweswar writing to the Bengalee characterises the arrangements 
27th Jan. 1907, at the Howrah railway-station as disgraceful. 
eS the Howrah Inter- and third-class passengers are huddled 
. : together like cattle at the end of each platform, and 
they are grossly ill-treated and abused by the ticket-collectors in charge. Some 
of the latter carry canes and use them freely.. The question that arisesis why 
proper arrangements should not be made? Why should not these unfortunate 
inter- and third-class passengers have free access to the platform when the train 
has once come in? A separate entrance could even be set apart for them. But, 

above all, railway subordinates should seriously be taught civility. | 


(h)— General. 


uV Jnvis, 93. New India notices that the Ptoneer has definitely contradicted the 
28th Jan. 1907. announcement that the Serretary of State has 
ordered the immediate preparation of a scheme 
for the separation of the Judicial and Executive 
functions, but observes that even if the announcement were true, what would 
have been the benefit to the country at large? At most, the administration 
of criminal justice would have been bettered, but this is not where the shoe 
pinches, If the Government cannot be prevented from working the law courts 
primarily in their own interests—that is, crushing, and harassing political 


malcontents— a mere bifurcation of the present activities of the Magistracy 
will not help much.’ 


The separation of the Judicial 
and Executive functions. 


BNL Ex, 94. The Bengales writes that Mr, Lyall, District Magistrate of Bhagalpur, 
27th Jan. 1907. f is evidently riding for a fall. Not content with 
. Rs eo ap to swadesht frightening leading Beharis into dissociating them- 


selves from swadeshi, Mr. Lyall is actually preaching 
against swadeshi in the course of his tours. At Tarar he is reported to have 
said that indigenous sugar is manufactured with dirty water, and that the former 
is much more costly and at the same time much more injurious than the 
imported article At Colgong several leading men were sternly rebuked 
for their swadeshi proclivities. These tactics have not been without their 
baneful results, for at the recent Bounsi méla, a party of swadeshi workers were 
refused accommodation and supplies by the local inhabitants, who were afraid 
of incurring the wrath of the District Magistrate by helping even indirectly. 
It is hoped that this over-zealous officer will be brought to his bearings by the 


Government. 
Aunita Bazan 95. The Amrita Home Dotty invites the attention of the Comptroller- 
an dn, ln. fice of the Comptroller of eneral of Postal Accounts toa matter in which, 


it seems, justice has not been done to three clerks 
ee attached to the Calcutta office. In the rules. for 
appointment to the Sub-Account Service, it is laid down that Postal Account 


Postal Accounts. 
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clerks Who pass the Sub-Account Service Examination are entitled to a salary 
of Rs. 100—8—140. Another well-known rule is that clerks on passing this 
examination are to be provided with appointments in their own offices when 
vacancies.occur. It appears that three clerks from the Calcutta office passed 
the required examination in December last and naturally they looked forward to 

romotion in their own office, as there were four vacancies. The unexpected, 

owever, has occurred, and the clerks were asked if they would go to Delhi or 
Nagpur, it being pointed out by the Comptroller that if they refused they 
would not receive promotion. They did refuse, and have, in consequence, 
been given Rs. 100 only, and not the salary they are entitled to under the rules. 
Will not the Comptroller-General see that. bare justice is done to these unfortu 
nate men ? | 

96. The Indian Mirror observes that in the last issue of the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Gazette, a notice appears 
: : asking Muhammadan or non-Bengali students to offer 
themselves to be trained as Military Hospital Assistants at the cost of Govern- 
ment. The journal asks if this ‘barefaced’ distinction made between class 
and class reflects any credit upon the Government? If it is bent on showing 
fayour to one class and not to another, it might do so in a decent manner. 

97. The Bengalee draws the attention of Government and the Commis- 
sioner to the fact that both the District Judge and 
| District Magistrate of Burdwan attend their respec- 
tive kutcherries at 4 P.M. and remain till 8 p.m, These nocturnal sittings may 
be convenient ‘to the officers themselves, but they are extremely inconvenient, 
harassing, and expensive to the litigant public, and the scandal should at once 
be terminated. 

98. The Bengalee learns from a source it regards as trustworthy ’ that an 

attempt is being made by the Commissioner to 
„ and Nawab save the Nawab of Dacca from his financial difficul- 
3 1 ties by making Government advance him money. 
The journal is quite sure that neither English nor Indian public opinion 
nor Lord Minto or Mr. Hare will countenance such a proposal, It is a 


mischievous —— to utilise public revenues in saving wealthy men from 
the effects of their own extravagances. 


An invidious distinction. 


eo | happy pair.’ 


IITI.—LEGIsLATION. 


99. The Hindoo Patriot agrees with the British Indian Association that no 


oe ene case has been made out for the proposed Insolvenc 
n Bill. The Insolvency provisions of the Civil 
Procedure Code afford sufficient protection to really destitute debtors, and the 


statistics showing the number of persons who have suffered imprisonment for 


non-compliance with the orders of the Court for monetary payments do not 
afford any justification for the framing of an elaborate law of insolvency. But 
the proposed Bill is objectionable for other reasons, not the least important 
being the effect it would have on the relations between landlords and tenants. 
Thus, while an artisan or trader would not be able to take the benefit of the 
Act unless his debts amounted to Rs. 500, a raiyat would be able to doso if his 
debts amounted to Rs. £0 only The landlord does not even rank asa ‘secured 
creditor,’ and gets only a dividend from the insolvent raiyat’s assets and 
reduced interest on arrears of rent. Having regard to the fact that the money 
which landlords seek to recover from the raiyats is money, a good part of which 
goes towards the payment of land revenue, the consequences to landholders, 
if the Bill is passed, would be disastrous. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


100. The Indian Mirror writes that politically the new year has been 
begun well. A national spirit now_exists where 
formerly there was only lethargy, and as the sym- 
pathy and practical interest this spirit has everywhere aroused deepen, greater 
weight will be attached to Indian demands and opinions. Thus the time will 
come when much that is now withheld will be conceded. The question is only 
one of time, and inveterate opponents of the Indian people realise tbis. Let 
the watchwords therefore i the nation be patience, courage, and deter- 
mination. i: 


The Congress. 
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101. Bande Mataram writes that the main difference between the old and 
new schools of Indian thought is that the former 
attribute the slavery of the people to the Govern- 
ment, while the latter attribute it to the people themselves, Nothing, says the 
journal, can make a slave of a man if he is determined to be free. You can 
annihilate him if you will, but you cannot enslave him. Arguing on this 
basis, Bande Mataram declares that the Indians could be free to-morrow if 
they only would, and bayonets in that case would be unavailing. 

102. The Amrita Basar Pairska has no doubt that 11 ” has 

8 been intentionally diffused throughout India by 
rage agp the Government with the object of terrifying the 
conquered Indians. Thus it is that the very name of Russia has come to be 
regarded as a synonym for oppression and 1 in India. But this evil 
reputation does not appear to be deserved. In Turkistan, the once happy 
home of liberty, Russian rule is not disliked. In fact, it is better liked than 
British rule is in India, as would appear from the letter of a special correspon- 
dent of the Times of India. 

103. The Bengalee agrees that the welcome extended to His Majesty 
the Amir by Hindus and Muhammadans alike, is 
another striking illustration of the ‘‘ growin 
solidarity of Asia,” of the strengthening of the pan-Asiatic sentiment, an 
adds that it is a significant fact that there is no such thing as a pan- European 
sentiment, at least in Europe. Itis covertly added that “She (India) may 
yet teach a lesson to Europe, even in a domain which has hitherto been 
regarded as exclusively European,” ; 


The cure of slavery. 


The pan-Asiatic sentiment. 
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